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trackless forests and down wild, swollen streams, suffering
intensely from hunger, cold, and the fatigue of endless march-
ing, with the cries of drowning men and the groans of starved,
frost-bitten men echoing in their ears, remains one of the most
thrilling and romantic chapters of American history.

Montgomery and Arnold joined each other on Point Levi,
where Wolfe and the British army had thrown up their
batteries during the historical siege of Quebec in the old
French War. With 1,300 men these daring adventurers pre-
pared to attack the heights of Cape Diamond. Fortunately
for the fate of the British Empire our loyal Canadians were
not taken by surprise, and repulsed the attack. Montgomery
was slain, and Arnold had to beat a hurried retreat. Canada
was safe, for never again during the American Revolution did
the enemy cross the borders. Arnold returned southwards to
take part in other daring raids, and so be one of Washington's
most trusted officers, until, at one of the darkest hours of the
revolution from the American point of view, this bold, ruth-
less, unprincipled man turned traitor, and sold himself with
almost incredible baseness to the English.

CHAPTER XXVII
A VICTORIOUS RETREAT

FIGHTING, meanwhile, was taking place in many different
parts of the colonies. Towns were captured and burnt by
British fleets, not only in the northern, but in the southern,
colonies, where the mass of the people had been most loyal to
the old country. This was a fatal error on our part, as it
aroused the active hostility of Americans who at least would
have remained neutral in the war. Worse still, the British
Government were tempted to enlist the aid of Indian tribes
against the revolutionists, and the very thought of beginning
a new era of frontier massacre and the horrors of Indian raids